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RONALD J, DUNLAYEY : 


THE PRESIDE: T-HLUCT AND FOREIGN POLICY 

AURCR? VOA HES ANALYST 2ONALD J. DUNLAVSY SURVEYS THE FOREIGN 
POLICY PROSPECTS FOR THE INCOMING CARTER ADMINISTRATION: 
VOICE: IT 1S GENERALLY RECOGNIZED THAT A CHAHCE OF ADMEHSISTRATION 
TH VASHIUGTON IS A HATTER OF VOPLD INTEREST. CONSPQUENTLY, SPECU~ 
LATIO?: HAS ALREADY TiGui AROUT HOW GR, CARTSR ‘TELL APPROACH VARIOUS 
FOREIG' POLICY PRORLENS WHEN HE TAKES OFFICE IN JAHUARY. AND HIS 
REMARKS OM FOREIGN POLICY 4T HIS HEYS CONFSRENCE THURSDAY VERE 
CAREFULLY LISTENFD TO FOR POSST™LE CLUES ABOUT MEY DIRECTIONS IN 
MASHENGTON'S OFALIHGS “ITH THE REST OF THE "'ORLD. 

MR. CARTER, HONEVEP, AS VERY CAREFUL TO POINT OUT THAT HE IS 
STILL MOT THE PROSIDENT, AHD THAT PRESIDENT FORD STILL HAS COMPLETE 


CONTROL OF THE GOVER 


UT. “HAT HE DID TIAVE TO SAY HE SAID AS 
PRESIDENT-CLECT, A STATUS "HICH IS STILL CONSTITUTIOWALLY THAT OF 
A PRIVATE CITIZEN. 13 THAT STATUS, HE ANSYIERED A FEY SUESTIONS, 
BUT WITHOUT GOING VERY DEEPLY INTO MATTESS. HE SAID HE HOPED THAT 
HIS ADHINISTRATIO! ':OULD ME ABLE TO ALLEVIATE PROBLEMS IN THE 
MLODLE EAST AND HELP TOWARE A GENERAL AGRECMEtNT THERE. ‘“E ASSURED 
BOTH FRIENDS AND POTENTIAL ADVE"SANISS THAT HE 'OULD BE CONSTANTLY 
SEARCITTHG FOR PEAC:, HE FEXPRISSTD CONCER!! ABOUT A POSSIBLE RISE 
IM OIL PRICES PY THE OPEC NATIONS, SAYIG THAT IT '}OULD PE A VERY 
SERIOUS FLOM: TO THE OIL-CONSUMING NATIONS. AND t!€ DEALT ONCE 
AGAIN “ITH A QUESTION HE “AS ASKET DURING THE CAMPAIGI! -- ABOUT 
YUGOSLAVIA--POINTIiIG OUT THAT SOVI=T INTERVENTION THERE ‘AS 
NEXTREMELY UNLIKELY" BUT THAT ITF IT SVER DID HAPPEN IT “OULD FE 

A SERIOUS BLOW TO DETENT! ARD A THREAT TO ORL PEACE. COPT.) ON 
THE MUCH=DISCUSSED QUESTION OF ''HAT HE UNITED STATES MILITARY 


REACTION MIGHT RE, MR. CARTER SAID ONLY THAT---IN HIS WORDS--"T 
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WOULD HAVE TO MAKE A DECISION O!! A FINAL BASIS AT THAT POINT." 
CENL OPT) 

PERHAPS RECOGNIZI!!G THAT HR, CARTER IS NOW IN A KIND OF TWILIGHT 
ZONE BETWEEN REING FLECTED AND TAKINIG OFFICF, REPORTERS REFRAINED 
FROM ASKING HIM ABOUT THE OTHFR FOREIGN POLICY PROBLEMS WHICH HILL 
REQUIRE IMPORTANT DECISIONS IN WASHINGTON: THE STRATEGIC ARMS TALK: 
THE NORTH-SOUTH FCONOMIC DIALOGUES, RHODESIA, THE RRITIS#H FINANCIAL 
CRISIS AND OTHER ITEMS QF INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. RUT HE PID MAKE 
ONE ADDITIONAL POINT HICH SHOULD NOT GO UNNOTICED: THERE WILL SE, 
HE SAID, "A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF CONTINUITY" IN AMERICAN FORTIGN 
POLICY. IN THIS CONKECTION, IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT BOTH 
INCOMING AND OUTGOING ADHINISTRATIONS ARE PREPARING FOR AN 
UNUSUALLY THOROUGH PROCESS OF CONSULTATION TO INSURE A SMCOTH 
TRANSITION FROM THE OLD TO THE NEW. SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER 
HIMSELF, Ii A MESSAGE THIS WEEX TO ALL AMERICAN FOREIGN SERVICE 
OFFICERS, EMPHASIZED THAT -- IN HIS WORDS---"THE FOREIGN POLICY OF 
THE UNITED STATES ITS A NON-PARTISAN ENTERPRISE." "WE INTEND," HE 
ADDED, "TO TURN OVER A FUNCTIONING FORFSIGN POLICY TO THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION." IN THE VIEW’ OF MANY WASHINGTON OBSERVERS, ANY 
MAJOR CHANGES THAT ARE MADE BY THE NEW ADMINISTRATION MAY BE MORE 
IN STYLE THAN IM SUCSTANCE. FOR -- ALTHOUGH THE APPROACH TO THEM 
MAY VERY WELL CHANGE -- FUNDAMENTAL AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY 
INTERESTS DO NOT USUALLY CHASE FROM ONE ADMINISTRATION TO THE 


NEXT. 


